
Glycol-based coolants — including ethylene glycol and propylene glycol — are widely used 
in HVAC systems, data center cooling infrastructure, and high-voltage transformer cooling 
systems. Heat exchangers, chiller circuits, and cooling loops all rely on glycol as a heat 
transfer fluid. Many of these systems are installed outdoors — on rooftops, in plant rooms 
open to the elements, or at transformer substations — where leaks can be washed directly 
into storm drains, soil, and local waterways by rainfall long before they are ever noticed.

The Environmental Risk
Both ethylene glycol and propylene glycol are water-soluble and can readily enter 
groundwater, drinking water supplies, and surface water via runoff. Outdoor systems are 
particularly vulnerable: even a slow drip can go undetected for extended periods, with 
rainwater continuously carrying glycol off-site and into the environment. Early detection is 
therefore critical — to meet environmental protection requirements and prevent contamination 
of water systems before it occurs.

Trace Detection at the Source
The Kemtrak glycol detector provides continuous, real-time monitoring for glycol 
contamination at trace concentrations. Many glycol products are supplied pre-dyed by the 
manufacturer — for example, ethylene glycol coolants commonly contain fluorescein, the 
dye responsible for their characteristic green color. Where this is the case, no additional 
dye is necessary. In other cases, a suitable fluorescent dye can be added to the coolant. By 
monitoring for the presence of the dye marker in condensate return, drain water, or surface 
runoff, even the smallest leaks can be identified at the source the moment they occur.

The detector is available as both a flow-through measurement cell and an inline probe, 
offering flexible installation options to suit different system configurations. Detection is 
possible down to parts-per-billion (ppb) concentrations, ensuring that even pinhole leaks or 
minor seepage are captured before they reach the environment.

Reliable Performance in Demanding Conditions
Outdoor HVAC and cooling systems can present challenging measurement conditions, 
including air bubbles, rust particles, and other particulates in the sample stream. The Kemtrak 
glycol detector is designed to perform reliably in the presence of these interferences, avoiding 
false positive readings. With no reagents required and an ultra-low maintenance design, it 
delivers continuous protection without placing demands on operations staff.
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•	 Trace detection down to ppb 
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•	 Ultra-low maintenance, no reagents 
required
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Operational Efficiency
Continuous in-line UV/DUV monitoring enables data-driven cleaning decisions:

•	 Dynamic cycle endpoints: Cleaning cycles can be terminated as soon as a validated UV absorbance 
baseline is reached, replacing fixed-duration cycles with evidence-based endpoints that adapt to 
actual soil load.

•	 Reduced resource consumption: Avoid over-cleaning by terminating cycles at the verified clean 
endpoint, reducing water, energy, and chemical usage and lowering the environmental footprint of 
manufacturing operations.

•	 Real-time trending: Continuous UV absorbance profiles generate a complete, time-stamped record 
of each cleaning event, supporting verification of validated cleaning states and providing audit-ready 
documentation for regulatory review.

•	 Residue characterization: Each residue type produces a characteristic absorbance signature across  
the UV/DUV spectrum, allowing the system to distinguish between intact proteins, degraded 
biologics, and alkaline or acidic cleaning agents simultaneously.

•	 Regulatory alignment: Continuous in-line monitoring supports process verification requirements 
outlined in EU GMP Annex 15 (Qualification and Validation) and Annex 1 (Manufacture of Sterile 
Medicinal Products), reinforcing a science- and risk-based contamination control strategy.

(Provenzano et al. 2023; Rathore et al. 2008; Schallom et al. 2025)

High-Sensitivity Residual API Detection
UV/DUV spectroscopy provides rapid, selective detection of biologic residues during cleaning:

•	 A220 monitoring: At 220 nm provides broad-spectrum detection of proteins, peptides, nucleic acids, 
and degraded product fragments, as well as UV-absorbing cleaning agent residues, making it the 
primary wavelength for general cleaning verification.

•	 A280 kinetics: At 280 nm provides selective monitoring of intact proteins and antibodies, enabling 
real-time evaluation of protein removal dynamics and estimation of the remaining cleaning time 
required to reach acceptance limits.

•	 Aggregation insights: DUV excitation (below 250 nm) can reveal aggregated or denatured 
protein species — materials that are typically the most difficult to remove during cleaning and that 
conventional TOC or conductivity methods may fail to distinguish from intact product.

By delivering direct absorbance data throughout the entire cleaning cycle, in-line UV/DUV enables 
continuous verification rather than reliance on sporadic grab samples.

(Aitken et al. 2009; Rathore et al. 2008; Schallom et al. 2025)

Detection of Acidic and Alkaline Cleaning Chemicals
In-line UV/DUV systems support robust monitoring of detergent clearance:

•	 Spectral analysis can differentiate detergent signatures from protein residues, allowing simultaneous 
monitoring of both soil removal and cleaning agent clearance within a single measurement cycle.

•	 Cleaning agents may be formulated or spiked with UV-traceable markers for enhanced specificity, 
enabling unambiguous confirmation of detergent presence and removal even in complex 
biopharmaceutical matrices.

•	 Enables rinse optimization by confirming detergent clearance at the earliest verifiable point, reducing 
rinse volume and cycle time while maintaining full regulatory compliance.

(Gillespie et al. 2015; Schallom et al. 2025; Westman et al. 2000)



Enabling PAT, QC Efficiency, and  
In-line Release
UV/DUV spectroscopy delivers actionable analytical data suitable for PAT 
frameworks:

•	 Provides continuous, science-based visibility into cleaning performance, 
generating a complete spectroscopic record of each CIP cycle that can 
serve as primary evidence of a validated cleaning state.

•	 Real-time decision support strengthens contamination control strategies 
by enabling operators to act on live data rather than waiting hours or days 
for off-line laboratory results.

•	 In-line verification reduces reliance on off-line laboratory assays such as 
TOC and HPLC, lowering QC workload, compressing equipment release 
timelines, and supporting a transition toward real-time or parametric 
release strategies.

By minimizing manual sampling and accelerating data availability, UV/
DUV instrumentation reduces QC workload and supports faster equipment 
turnaround. In many workflows, UV/DUV can replace or complement non-
specific off‑line assays such as TOC when proteins degrade and become 
difficult to quantify (Schallom et al. 2025; Provenzano et al. 2023).

Variable-Wavelength Performance
Advanced multi-wavelength UV/DUV instruments, such as the Kemtrak UV 
Spectra, significantly expand traditional detection capabilities by enabling 
users to:

•	 Select optimal wavelengths and corresponding molar absorption 
coefficients for each specific residue or cleaning agent, allowing the 
method to be tailored to the chemistry of each application

•	 Maintain linear measurement performance across a wide concentration 
range, from trace-level residues at the limit of quantitation up to high-
concentration cleaning agent solutions

•	 Avoid signal saturation that is common with fixed single-wavelength 
UV sensors, by dynamically selecting a wavelength suited to the current 
concentration in the process stream

This enhanced flexibility supports robust and reliable detection under highly 
variable cleaning and rinsing conditions.

Continuous Evidence of Cleanliness
UV/DUV spectroscopy provides critical, real‑time data demonstrating a 
sustained state of control in biochemical cleaning processes. Rather than 
relying exclusively on discrete laboratory assays, manufacturers gain 
continuous, time‑resolved confirmation that cleanliness limits are consistently 
achieved, supporting emerging regulatory expectations for in‑line or hybrid 
release strategies.
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